Preserve America Community Designation
Ideas by Rolene Schliesman, MT DSHPO

Contacts:
Local historic preservation officer

Local historic preservation commissioners
Local Mainstreet director and board members

Museum director and staff

Museum volunteers and members

Archive and library director and staff

Historical societies

Fraternal societies

Service organizations

Local government – mayor, city manager, county chair

Local government commissioners

Local government boards

Local government department directors and staff 
Parks board
Chamber of Commerce director and staff

Downtown business improvement director, staff, and business owners

Arts and humanities organization directors and staff 
Tourism companies
Montana State Historic Preservation Office


(National Register properties on website)

Efforts and Projects:
Hiring a historic preservation officer

Establishing a historic preservation commission

Federal, state, and local preservation & rehabilitation tax credit or abatement programs

Preservation revolving loan fund

Preservation paint program

Design review, conservation overlays

Private or public building rehabilitations

Education and outreach: workshops, conferences, lectures, interpretative exhibits, programs, walking or driving tour brochures, preservation award programs, neighborhood tours, publications such as the Mainstreet book series, preservation lending library, school curriculums,  
New or updated survey of historic buildings

Repository of and/or online access to building information
Nominating buildings to National and local registers
National Register signs for listed buildings

Historic building code

Storefront rehabilitation incentives

Cultural tourism efforts, such as Hands of Harvest

Ordinances, guidance, plans, incentives (see below)

Establishing and supporting museums, archives, historical libraries
Exhibits, collections, research, oral histories of community and places
Private collections if shared occasionally w/ public

Streetscape improvements (particularly historic):  streets, pavers, curbs, lighting, benches, signage, flower planters, 
Park improvements

Downtown street and business events, such as Alive@5, cars & music, parades
Community clean-up programs

Positive media coverage
Ordinances, Guidance, and Plans:
Resolutions and ordinances – preservation, incentives, regulations, signage

Preservation guidelines (physical improvements)

Local preservation tax credit or abatement programs (for rehabilitation)

Local historical register

Design review

Avoiding demolition-by-neglect

Night sky preservation

Preservation plans

Growth Policy plans

Tax Increment Finance (TIF) district rules

Tax mils for historical, cultural, and/or artistic organizations

Projects Under:
Community Transportation Enhancement Program (CTEP)

Cultural and Aesthetics grants
Montana Tourism

Community Development Block Grants

Support letters:

See Contacts above

Local legislators

Congressional delegation

Governor

Commerce’s regional development officers

Local Government PA Resolution

Supporting Documents
Copies of ordinances, guidance, and plans

Copies of tourism and preservation brochures

Beautiful, high-resolution images of events, building and street improvements, cultural and historical assets on CD
