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Executive Summary 
 
The Department of Corrections presents the second biennial report, February 2016, to the 
Montana Preservation Review Board as required by 22-3-424(4), MCA: “an act requiring state 
agencies and the Montana University System to biennially report to the Preservation Review 
Board on the status and maintenance needs of agency heritage properties.” 
 
This statute outlines five reporting requirements state agencies must include in their report to 
the Preservation Board: 
 

A. A list of heritage properties managed by the agencies as those properties have been 
identified pursuant to this section 

B. The status and condition of each heritage property 
C. The stewardship efforts in which the agencies have engaged to maintain each heritage 

property and the cost of those activities 
D. A prioritized list of the maintenance needs for the properties 
E. A record of the agencies compliance with subsections 22-3-424(1) and (2) 

 
The Department of Corrections has one identified heritage properties, one of which is a 
heritage district.  In addition one more historic district was added by Jefferson County during 
the biennium. 
 

A. A list of the heritage properties managed by the agencies as those 
properties have been identified pursuant to 22-3-424 (4), MCA 

 

 24PW0373 – Old Montana Territorial Prison, Deer Lodge, MT 
 24JF1991 – Montana State Training School Historic District buildings #23, Old 

Laundry, #24, Laundry, #44 Power House and #69 Garage and structure #71, 
Bridge 

 
In addition, the Department has identified that are believed to be eligible to be 
included on the National Register of Historic Places 

 

 Montana Correctional Enterprise Ranch 2 Stone Barn – Dempsey Creek Road, 
Deer Lodge, MT 

 Conley Lake House and Lodge – Conley Lake Road, Deer Lodge, MT 
 

B. The status and condition of each heritage property 
 

 Old Montana Territorial Prison – The status and condition of this property is 
between fair and good.  The building is continually monitored for needed repairs and 
ongoing maintenance.  The property is part of the Old Prison Complex which was 
leased to the Powell County Museum and Arts Foundation (Heritage Property Lessee) 
in 1994. (See Attachment A) 



 Montana State Training School Historic District – The status and condition of 
these buildings and the bridge structure are between fair and good condition.  The 
Laundry Building is currently utilized by Riverside Youth Correctional Facility for 
storage.  The other buildings have not been used for several years.  Each building will 
be evaluated for maintenance needs in fiscal year 2016.  The bridge structure  

 
C. The stewardship efforts in which the agencies have engaged to maintain 

each heritage property and cost of those activities 
 

DOC has not directly been involved with stewardship efforts of the Old Montana 
Territorial Prison, as the Heritage Property Lessee has the full responsibility of repair 
and maintenance as outlined in section 5 of Attachment A. 
 
The Montana State Training School District was listed during the past two years.  The 
buildings have not been evaluated to date by the Department of Corrections. 
 

D. A prioritized list of the maintenance needs for the properties 
 
The Heritage Property Lessee maintains a prioritized list of maintenance and repair 
needs for the Old Montana Territorial Prison.  If this list is needed, it can be provided. 
 
There is no priority list for the Montana State Training School District at this point, as 
we have just recently found that we are responsible for a portion of the buildings and 
the bridge structure in the district. 
 

E. A record of the agencies’ compliance with subsections 22-3-424 (1) and (2) 
 

DOC does not maintain control of the repair and maintenance of the property.  It is 
unknown whether the Lessee has conferred with the Montana Historical Society 
regarding this property, pursuant to the above statutes. 
 

 







































Attachment B 
 

1. Montana Correctional Enterprise Ranch 2 Stone Barn 
 
This building was built in 1910 to be utilized as stock and feed storage for the 
Ranch 2 location of the Prison Ranch.  The building is 37’ x 93x x 25’ high with of 

3,441 total square feet.  The 
building has stone exterior walls and 
a plank and dirt floor. Electricity and 
plumbing were added to the 
building.   

 
The replacement cost of the building 
in 1973 was $49,983.  This is when 
it was documented as an asset by 
the State Appraiser.  The status of 
the building is satisfactory and the 
condition is excellent.  Montana 

Correctional Enterprises Agriculture Director maintains the infrastructure of the 
building and it still utilized for agricultural purposes by the Montana Correctional 
Enterprise (MCE) Ranch. 
 
On a scale of 1–5, the Ranch 2 stone barn is ranked 5 on the preservation 
priority scale. 
 
 

2. Conley Lake House and Lodge 
 

The Conley Lake House and Lodge, sitting on the beautiful setting of Conley 
Lake, are a large part of the history 
of the Community of Deer Lodge.  
Prior to the State Prison moving to 
the present location, the Lake and 
Lodge were utilized by the 
community for functions such as 
wedding receptions, family reunions 
and birthday parties.  The lake was 
stocked with fish and there were 
docks on the south end for 
swimming and fishing purposes.  
After the prison moved to the 
current location the only public 

access that continued was the use of the lodge and lake for the Elk’s Lodge 



“Hooded on Fishing” annual outings.  The Elks discontinued use of the lodge due 
to a bat infestation. 
 
The Conley Lake House was built in approximately 1920 to be utilized as staff 

living quarters.  The building is 46’ x 
46’ with a 9’ covered porch and a ¾ 
basement.  The house is masonry and 
frame with cedar shingles and wood 
floors.  It was remodeled in 1961 to a 
duplex.  The house was utilized for 
staff living quarters until 
approximately 1995.  It was then 
used for training classes with two 
rooms maintained for travelling 
nurses and doctors.  At the current 

time, the house is not in use.  A power 
pole supplying utilities to the house fell 
over approximately five years ago. 
 
The replacement cost of the building in 
1973 was $72,900.  This is when it was 
documented as an asset by the State 
Appraiser.  The status of the building is 
endangered. 
 
On a scale of 1 – 5, the Conley Lake 
House is ranked 3 on the preservation priority scale. 
 
The Conley Lake Lodge, was originally called the recreation hall.  It is believed 
to be built in approximately 1920, at the same time as the Conley Lake House.  

The building is 25 x 69, with a 10 x 14 non 
log attachment, that was built later than 
the original building.  The Lodge is log and 
frame with cedar shakes for roofing.  
There is a fireplace on the north end used 
to heat the building and there is also 
propane.  

 
According to 1973 records, the lodge was 
re-chinked in 1972.   

 
The replacement cost of the building in 1973 was $23,880.  This is when 
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